Making Colors from Plants and Flowers Visual Arts Activity
Age group: 3- 5years
Topic of Study: Making colors from plants leaves and flowers
1. Essential Question:
Can we make colors using plant leaves and flowers?
2. Learning Standards:
Study Topic Target: Make different colors using flowers and leaves
WMELS Target 1: Name the different colors found on plants flowers and leaves
WMELS Target 2: Crush at least two flowers and leaves together to form a different color
3. Learning Objectives/Targets:
· To teach children how to name and make different colors
· Enhance their gross and motor skills as they crush the flowers
· Engage children in making designs with the paint mixture from the flowers
· Enabling children to explore the wonders of nature
· Enabling children recognize different smells, textures and colors of flowers and leaves
4. Grouping and Placement
Small groups of 3 to 4 children randomly selected from the class. The children will use the back of classroom where there will be laid mats and they sit on the floor. 
5. Differentiation /Modification
The children will pluck flowers from the flower garden and leaves from the growing plants with scissors. Not all children who will be allowed to use the scissors but the older ones will be given the responsibility. 
6. Materials Needed:
· Flowers and leaves
· A pair of scissors
· Small bowls
· Crushing stick (Pestle)
· Water in a cup
· Painting boards
· Paint brushes 
Introduction
Art is an interesting topic for children to venture into as it helps broaden their creativity and imaginations. By designing fancy arts, the child’s creativity expands and they are able to figure out different artistic designs. Allow the children to discuss imaginative features they would want to paint. Discuss the possible color mixtures you are likely to get after mashing the flowers and leaves.  
Procedure 
1. Pluck flowers and leaves of different colors from the flower garden using scissors
2. First mash each flower and leaves separately then Mash 2 leaves or 2flowers of different colors such as red and blue, red and yellow, blue and yellow etc.
3. Add a little water as you crush the leaves/flowers
4. Crush until finely grounded to form different colors
5. Pour the mixtures separately in the small paint containers
6. Using a paint brush, paint all creative paints on the paint board to form different arts and designs. These can be imaginary, fictions or real time things or people the children want to color
Closure/Transition
Making paints out of growing plants is such an amazing and fascinating activity that children discover. The art is adventurous to the things of nature and creates an imaginative picture in the mind of a child. Engage the children to talk more of what they have learnt and why they created their creative arts. Ask if they enjoyed and if they would want to repeat the same some other day.
Reflection
Spending time creating imaginative and creative arts expands a child way of thinking. It is such a wonderful moment spending time with the little ones and listening to their creativities. Children are by nature imaginative and curious which triggers their minds, thus, they can be excellent designers and artists.
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